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The motto for our up-to-date efforts has been the 
Environmental Technologies Action Plan (ETAP). Ho-
wever, at present a new area for ecoinnovations has 
opened in the EU. The policy background for it results 
from the successor of ETAP i.e. the Ecoinnovation 
Action Plan. Our networks and the platform fit perfec-
tly into the new ecoinnovation landscape contributing 
with their potential to the EU Environmental Technolo-
gies Verification (ETV) Pilot Programme – a new Eu-
ropean initiative aimed at supporting market uptake of 
innovative green technologies in which Poland takes 
part together with six other Member States.

We are very much looking forward to continue this 
successful cooperation with our scientific as well as 
business partners towards the Horizon 2020. Only in 
partnership we are able to boost the ecoinnovations 
potential for the benefit of the economy and the envi-
ronment.

Izabela Ratman-Kłosińska
International Co-operation Department

email: rat@ietu.katowice.pl

One of IETU’s top priorities is to provide the scienti-
sts with access to the latest information and commu-
nication technologies critical for performing high-level 
R&D works. Since 2011, IETU has been implementing 
the in2in project: “Development of ICT infrastructure 
for collecting, processing and analysis of environmen-
tal data” which is financed from the Innovative Eco-
nomy Operational Programme of the structural funds.

Many-year R&D activities of the Institute resulted in 
accumulation of a large number of data which has se-
rved as foundations for developing numerous scienti-
fic publications as well as unpublished reports from 
studies. The in2in project aims to provide IETU resear-
chers with a quick remote access to the own data re-
sources. For that purpose, within the project activities, 
a virtual digital library will be established which will ga-
ther all IETU publications and reports. The library will 
be combined with a geoportal to present the available 
measurement and mapping data. These tools shall not 
only allow for a much better data access but will se-
rve as a way of promoting the Institute and sharing its 
expertise and skills as a part of the available data will 
be accessible to external users securing, however, IE-
TU’s  intellectual and property rights respectively. 

The in2in project aims also at ensuring an appro-
priate security level of the data. For that purpose data 
archive system will be implemented based on a disc 

storage. The system will protect in real time files on 
both work stations and PCs used by IETU personnel. 
Moreover, it will provide protection of the systems and 
databases implemented and owned by IETU. New IT 
policy principles will provide for a higher security level 
when accessing IETU’s data resources and services. 
The implemented solutions will increase our reliability 
as a project partner.

Most of projects carried out by IETU has been 
performed in international consortia, where partners 
originate from different countries of the world. A key 
for a successful execution of the project is good 
communication among partners. E-mails are not 
always sufficient to discuss project merits or solve 
problems, traveling is cost and time consuming. The 
in2in project provides IETU researchers with an inno-
vative and efficient telepresence videoconferencing 
system which enables making conferences with a 
simultaneous participation of several different part-
ners, recording these events and data presentation. 
The videoconferencing system proves especially 
useful during project proposals development when 
the budgets available to cooperating partners are ra-
ther limited. Another function offered by the system 
is transmission of data using streaming media which 
enables that the information is constantly received by 
and presented to an end-user while being delivered by 

IETU. For example the system for delivering live over 
the internet enables different stakeholders viewing 
seminars and conferences hold at IETU all over the  
world. 

IETU mission includes education and training acti-
vities. To support them and extend the access to rele-
vant target groups, the in2in project implements an e-
learning system which will facilitate remote access to 
trainings developed by IETU staff members as well as 
verification of the acquired skills and knowledge. 

Beside communication and data storage, the possi-
bility of a quick delivery of research results is of equal 
importance. The computing needs of the scientists 
increase, so do the requirements of the market in this 
area. IETU faces more and more often the challenge of 
performing studies requiring multiuser features, a de-
dicated software and large mass storage memories of 
a short time access. To meet these challenges, within 
the in2in project a computing cluster is implemented 
which enables a simultaneous performance of seve-
ral complex calculation processes in a relatively short 
time. The opportunities offered by the computing clu-
ster have been additionally leveraged by implementing 
models for forecasting the state of the environment 
including Chimere, Weather Research and Foreca-
sting. This enables IETU building own tools supporting 
environmental management. Examples of such tools 
include SINZaP – a system enabling identification of air 
pollutants inflow and HRA – a system for health risk 
assessment.

The in2in project concentrates not only on the ICT 
infrastructure but on the development of relevant hu-
man resources as well. In April 2011 an Information 
Systems Team was created at the Institute. Both the 
team members and IETU personnel are extensively tra-
ined in using developer, database and GIS tools needed 
for their R&D works. An interdisciplinary collaboration 
of ICT experts and IETU scientists provides an added 
value and a synergy effect unlocking thus a new po-
tential for IETU to become a player in the area of infor-
mation tools and systems development which support 
environmental management. 

Combined with the many year experience in con-
ducting R&D, the scientific potential of the Institute fa-
cilitated by the new opportunities provided within the 
in2in project shall contribute to making IETU an attrac-
tive partner in research and development projects and 
educational activities as well as an expert service pro-
vider in such areas as development of tools for envi-
ronmental and economic restoration of degraded are-
as, assessment, verification and testing of innovative 
environmental technologies, protection and efficient 
use of resources and development of ICT tools and 
systems for environmental management.
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